BIRTH  OF FRENCH SOCIETY AND STATE
own land, the costume and manners of these 'Aquitanians' caused
a scandal and they were regarded by the French as foreigners.
5 g r o wx h of the royal power
Up to about the end of the twelfth century the power of the king
had been very weak and confined to a very restricted area; but
by the end of the thirteenth century it had developed into a sover-
eignty strong enough to become the foundation of what has been
called Trench unity'. It remains to examine how this develop-
ment, which led to such far-reaching consequences, took place:
whether the king extended his royal power over the whole kingdom,
or whether he brought all the territory of the realm within his
domain.
The explanation suggested to modern historians by the power
of the monarchy in later centuries has been that the king's au-
thority over the whole kingdom, paralysed at first by the resistance
of die princes, his vassals, but surviving obscurely in popular
sentiment, was gradually re-established by the king's agents, with
the help of the clergy and the bourgeoisie, inspired by a desire
for unity and a love of order, as opposed to feudal anarchy.
This specious theory cannot be maintained if wo compare the
respective territories of the kingdom and the royal domain in the
eleventh century with what they were at the end of the skteenth.
The eleventh-century kingdom - that is, the territory over which
the king exercised his power qua king - included two regions,
Flanders and the countship of Barcelona, the princes of which
recognized themselves to be the king's vassals; both of these
became detached from the kingdom, the king retaining no rights
over them whatsoever, even of a nominal order. Conversely, all
the lands to the east of the Rhdne, Saone, and Mcusc, Provence,
Dauphine, and Lyons, which were not connected with the kingdom
in the eleventh century, but were subsequently incorporated in
the royal domain, became an integral part of the kingdom, as
did also Franche-Comte', Alsace, and Lorraine at a later date,
It was not the extension of the royal power over the whole king-
dom that created the monarchy, it was the extension of the king's
personal domain, over which the king ruled in his capacity as
feudal lord, to include the whole territory of France. Hence it
106

